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Amendments cial^ c 

of claims in the application. a ' 

Ustino of^ ?r< >. 

1-6. (cancelled) 

7. (previous panted) A device to, provi(llng . , 

=nv ene e, sources of supp, y to en epp^ng device vie e predetermined no„ 
pain, comprising: 

a middle tank which is provided on the way of the flow path connecting each 
of the sources of suppjy and the applying device for each of the sources of supply- 

tank is I" " ^ ° f 3 St ° red in — 

tank . not less than a predetermined lower limit value or not and outputs a signal in 

association with a detection result; and 

a controlling device which discriminates whether the amount of the solution 
stored in each midd,e tank is not less than the lower limit value or not on the basis of 
the output srgna, from the sensor and performs the predetermined processing in 
association with switching of the sources of supply when it is decided that the 
amount of the solution stored in the middle tank is less than the lower limit value 

wherein the applying device is provided with a pump repeating a process 'to 
take m the solution by a predetermined amount and a process to discharge the 
solution which is taken in; 

wherein an ante-pump tank for storing the solution to be provided to the pump 
• provided between the middle tank and the pump as well as downstream of a 
portion where flow paths from each middle tank are converged; 

wherein the ante^ump tank is provided with a sensor for a pump which 
detects whether the amount of the solution which is stored in the ante-pump tank Is 
not less than a predetermined lower limit va.ue or not and outputs a signal In 
association with detection result; and 

wherein the controlling device discriminates whether the amount of the 
solution which is stored in the ante-pump tank is not less than the lower limit value or 
not and if the controlling device decides that the amount of the solution which is 
stored m the ante-pump tank Is less than the lower limit value, predetermined 
processing in association with filling of the solution from the middle tank to the ante- 
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pump tank is carried out. 

Mon-ginal) The device for providing a soiution according f ciaim 7. wherein the 

oTf! Pr0hfbltS ^ f " lin9 * ^ S0 ' Utt0n from *• « to the ante- 
pump tank during the pump is operating. 
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